
 

Press Inquiries: 
PO BOX 6638  |  Phoenix, AZ 85005-6638  |  www.azdps.gov  |  pio@azdps.gov 

 
- For Immediate Release - 

Friday, July 25, 2008 
 

Arizona Department of Public Safety Officer assaulted 
while attempting to restrain fleeing suspect 

 
 
On July 24, 2008, at 9:40 p.m., a Department of Public Safety (DPS) Officer conducted a traffic 
stop on a 1999 Chevrolet Blazer on Davis Rd., two miles east of State Route 80 near Tombstone. 
The stop was for Unsafe Lane Use.  The vehicle initially stopped and as the Officer approached 
the driver’s side, the vehicle sped away into the oncoming traffic lane and stopped again in a dirt 
pullout on the opposite side of the road.   
 
The driver, an Undocumented Alien (UDA), tried to get out and run and the Officer attempted to 
restrain him.  The Officer was then attacked from behind by a passenger, also a UDA, who tried 
to choke him.  The Officer broke free and both subjects fled into the desert.  There were six more 
UDAs in the back of the vehicle, which the Officer held at gunpoint until back up units arrived.  
The U.S. Border Patrol tracked the subjects and apprehended them at about 11:20 p.m. 
 
DPS was assisted by the Tombstone Marshalls Office, Cochise County Sheriff's Department and 
US Border Patrol Units.  The Officer was not injured during the assault. 
 
Eliaquim Lopez, 21, of Mexico was booked into the Cochise County Jail for Aggravated Assault 
on a Peace Officer and Hindering Prosecution.  Jesus Tapia, 29 of Mexico was booked into the 
Cochise County Jail for Unlawful Flight from a Police Officer and Escape. 
 
This incident should serve as a reminder that violence, whether directed at law enforcement 
officials or the public, is often a by-product of human smuggling operations or drug trafficking 
operations. 
 
Citizens are urged to be aware of their surroundings and report any unusual circumstances or 
suspicious persons to the nearest law enforcement agency.  Be on the particular lookout for 
possible “drop houses” which serve as an intermediary point in the smuggling of UDAs.  
 
 
 
 


